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PRESIDENT'S CORNER THE HOLIDAYS UPON US 

Top Cats - What do we  
do when we grow up?  

It seems like only yesterday, I was sitting on 
Virgo's Patio, listening to all the ideas being battered 
around about how we were going to grow TOP CATS, 
from it's dozen or so members, into a significant organi-
zation. That was May of 94, if my memory serves me 
correctly. That was then, and this is now. I believe now, 
when the riding time becomes sparse, is the time to give 
the board FEEDBACK, assess where you want this orga-
nization to go. How should we be recognized? One thing 
I am confident, is we are a riding organization that exists 
for your riding pleasure. But do we plan enough rides or 
should we plan more?ARe there to many? Are they long 
enough? Too long? More, less or just enough week-end 
rides. Are we spreading ourselves to thin? Do we need 
more road captains? Are we headed in the right direction 
by doing Charity work for the betterment of motorcy-
cling? Should there be more social functions provided? 
Are there too many? Or just the right amount? 
Organizationally are we too formal and structured, not 
formal enough, need more structure? How can we better 
spread the work load so that many hands make for light 
work for all? Do we need to grow even larger or are large 
enough? Communicate with me, with us, talk or much 
better write your thoughts down so that they do Not get 
lost in the shuffle, to give to your board members, let us 
know how you feel, BUT, PLEASE NOT IMMEDIATE-
LY before the meeting, there is far too much to deal with 
then. If you have criticism, then bring a suggested solu-
tion. Just complaining about a problem is not going to 
solve it. Brainstorm with someone, a sounding board, and 
if possible access how many other members are in con-
cert with your thoughts. We may not be able to meet the 
needs and wants of all members, but we will make a 
valiant effort to meet the requirements of the majority of 
our members. 

Yes, it's also that time of year to ante up your 
dues for 99. So as soon as you can, pay our new 
Treasurer, Jim "TIGER" Irvine. Membership dues are 
$50/year for full members and $40 for associates. 

We, your board members, are putting together a 
budget for next year, and funds are tight. Top Cats will 
deliver on our commitments as dictated by our by-laws 
and as outlined in our membership literature. The first 

Show Time! 
By Traveler 

For those of you who have ever built anything, you know 
that you start with an idea and work toward perfection. 
Somewhere between idea and perfection lies success. 
Perfection is rarely attained so we often just redefine 
"perfect" and, we are successful! However, iteration after 
iteration, we get closer to_perfecti•on and that's where we 
seem to be with our Fall Charity Ride. 

Through the collective efforts of many, lead by Sandra 
Vernon, we took what OJ and his crew started as an idea, 
refined it slightly, did it again and conducted our 2d 
Annual Fall Charity Ride (FCR) for NISRA. 

Under gray and ominous skies the morning of Sunday, 
October 4th, 1998, an overwhelming number of Top Cats 
and co riders showed up at Wallner's Oldsmobile to set up 
and start the event. A major difference between our group 
and other groups we've seen, or been a part of, was the air 
of organization and synergy that was apparent at the start. 
People were putting up signs, setting up tables, unloading 
vehicles, directing traffic, selling tickets, taking registra-
tions, and doing something to contribute to the overall 
success. Oh, we had minor hiccups but, missing was the 
yelling, the scurrying, the loitering and the general dys-
function associated with a less organized group. The most 
common question you heard all day was -"What can I do 
to help?" Attribute this not only to Sandy's leadership but, 
to the spirit of our members as well. 

With everything in place, and riders showing up, the 
event began. Somewhere around 144 riders and co- rid-
ers departed between 8:00 and 10:00 AM to ride the 
scenic route up to, and through, the Kettle Moraine Park 
to Eagle, WI and the Kettle Moraine Inn where they were 
met by music,camaraderie, lunch, and some of the 
deserving beneficiaries of NISRA. 

Riders participated in the 50/50 raffle and enjoyed the 
extensive drawings for over 100 prizes. The grand prize, 
a hot tub donated by Top Cat Carl Hart of Hart Pool and 
Spa, was won by Ms. Terry Peterson. Jim Heiland won the 
$100.00 and the folks who won dinner at O'Traina's sold 
their certificates to Terry Kumro. 

Drawings complete, bellies full, and skies still cloudy, 
riders headed home, some prize winners but all winners 
of a day of good riding and enjoyment from participating 
in a great cause. 

How do we define success this year? Just look at the 
smiles on the faces of the kids who will benefit from our 
estimated donation of over $6,000.00. 
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Ride, Pillage, and Burn!! 
By Traveler 

And we did. Like an unruly gang of misfit gladiators we 
impatiently milled around O'Traina's at 4:00 PM September 
26th, waiting for our leader, Ric Case, to point us in the direc-
tion of our siege victim. Time was critical. We must arrive at 
our destination before sundown. This was our Sunset Ride 
and, if we didn't get to our destination in time, it wouldn't be 
a sunset ride, it would be a moonlight ride and we already did 
one of those this year. 

In short order, Ric handed out the route, we mounted our 
snorting and anxious steeds and roared off to plunder andpil-
lage once again. This time we were 22 strong, eighteen glad-
iators and four damsels as co riders, mounted on 17 robust 
and muscular steeds and one little ol' foreign bike. 

Our route was circuitous so as to arrive unsuspectedly, and 
surprise our prey with the shock effect inherent in an aggres-
sively executed raid. Winding and rolling country roads 
marked our course as we blindly followed our leader into the 
blazing fall sun, racing to catch it before it hid behind the hills 
and trees of the horizon. 

After a stealth approach of a few hours, at speeds reaching 
upwards of the legal limit, with the sun 15 degrees above the 
horizon, we arrived in the vicinity of our quarry. Assuming 
attack formation with our heavy guns in the lead (Ric) and 
our older, smaller, and noisier, but deadlier weapons in the 
rear (Carl, me, Rob, etc.), we viciously swarmed over the 
unsuspecting defenders at the Fishermen's Inn, somewhere 
near Aurora. Our intimidating reserves, Jim and Wendy, were 
ready to pounce on any resistance. 

Our strategy worked. There was a look of shock on the faces 
of patrons dressed in coats and ties waiting to be seated as we 
rolled over the hill and penetrated the weakly defended 
fortress. Even the experienced, hardened cadre of Fishermen's 
Inn were in a state of dismay as we overwhelmed their mea-
ger attempt to repel our onslaught. 

Fighting our way through the outer defenses, we dismounted 
among luxury cars positioned to prevent our entry. A spoil-
ing attack, across a wooden, pedestrian - only, bridge was led 
by Brett and Pam and preceded our dismounted penetration 
directly into the facility. Bard, Vic, Lynn, Lizard, Susan, and 
Carl, secured the bar. Dona and Hook, assisted by Linda 
and Craig, 
gained a foothold in the lounge repelling an onslaught of 
patrons. The deck produced our bloodiest battle requiring the 
combined forces of Brett, Pam, Jamie, Rob, Ric, Jackie, 
guest warrior Jim, with Susan reinforcing. Any pockets of 
resistance were quickly neutralized by Vince, Judy and our 
deputy commander, George, through relentless roving 
attacks. 

"Take no prisoners!!" echoed throughout the walls to a back-
ground crescendo of growling stomachs. Jim apprehended 
the maitre de and brought him before our battle weary com-
mander. Silence descended upon marauders as well as sur-
vivors. WHERE IS OUR TABLE? demanded Ric. To which 
this poor, testosterone deficient, excuse for a mater de whim-
pered, "I'1111 uhhh gggget 0000ne immediately, Sir." and 
scampered off under the watchful eye of Jim. 

Now that we had the attention, and the respect, of the now 
humble cadre and the tie - clad and jewelry - bedecked 
patrons who we allowed to survive, things proceeded with the 
efficiency, and quality demanded by the conquering Top Cats. 

After drinks and a colorful sunset, our banquet tables were 
prepared and ready. Each table was exquisitely set with the 
finest china, silver, and linen. Matches emblazoned with "Top 
Cats" in gold were placed at each setting in a pathetic attempt 
to gain our forgiveness. The surviving staff groveled over our 
slightest desire. 

The finest drinks, appetizer and entrees were presented for 
our selection with the expediency that only the fear of death 
and dismemberment can instill. 

We dined in luxury and the satisfaction known only to victors 
while other guests quietly considered themselves fortunate to 
be able to dine in the presence of great heroes. 

Gorged on gourmet delights and spirits normally reserved for 
royalty, the Top Cats, hormones raging, were ready to round 
up our prisoners, disrobe them, and let the orgy begin.... 

OK, I know... I better stop here before I back myself into an 
X - rated corner. For those who were there, you can easily sort 
out fact from embellishment. For those who missed our sun-
set ride, it really happened like this so don't miss our next 
ride! 

A TOP CAT ROAR FOR CARL HART! 
The success of our Fall Ride was due in part to member 
CARL HART of HART POOL and SPA and his generous 
donation of the spa for our raffle drawing held on the day of 
the event. 

This year, Carl, Terri, and Eric 
Hart are celebrating their 25th 
year in business. The biggest 
part of this celebration is the 
opening of their new store at 
1621 West Algonquin Road in 
Mount Prospect this fall. They 
are a BioGuard Authorized 
Dealer and perform free on-the-
spot computerized water analy-
sis for their customers to help 
them find the easiest and most 
effective way to care for their 
pools. A very large part of their 
business is service and they 
also do residential and commer-
cial renovations along with 
equipment installations. 

Come join the Celebration! 
After looking at all the new dis-
plays on the showroom floor, 
close your eyes and picture 
yourself relaxing after a long 
ride in one of their great spas. 
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Oil Spots 
By Traveler 

Discrimination.  The stereotypical image of "Outlaw 
Bikers" remains alive. There are still establishments with 
"No Bikers" and "No Colors" signs posted. (Try 
Splinters at the corner of Hicks and Rand.) Minnesota 
law makers are reviewing their anti - clothing (Biker 
vests, T-Shirts) statutes. If you experience discrimination, 
let A.B.A.T.E. know. You are a member, aren't you? 

Daytime Running Lights.  The National Highway 
Transportation Safety Administration (NHTSA) is 
reviewing the standard for daytime running lights on 
vehicles, with a view toward reducing light intensity. No 
consideration has yet been given to the impact on motor-
cycle safety if headlight intensity must be reduced. 
Details can be found at www.ama-cycle.org . 

Speeding Penalties.  I thought McHenry County was 
tough on speeders but... authorities in the United Arab 
Imirates are giving motorcyclists ten days in jail and 50 
lashes for speeding. Fines don't appear to be working to 
slow down motorcyclists. See what can happen if you 
don't support AMA and A.B.A.T.E.? 

Military Installations.  Defense Department installa-
tions such as Air Force Bases. Army Posts, and the Great 
Lakes Naval Training Center, require motorcyclists to not 
only have a license and insurance but, a DOT - approved 
helmet, face shield or goggles, sturdy footwear, long 
sleeve shirt or jacket, full fingered gloves, and a brightly 
colored reflective vest. People paid with our tax dollars 
came up with this. Luckily, people paid with our tax dol-
lars are now looking at softening these stringent require-
ments. Now let me get this straight. I can die for my 
country but, I can't get hurt on a military base? 

Environmentalists.  Having lived in Europe for over 
seven years, it is my impression that German environ-
mentalists are steroid - fed radicals who would give their 
lives to protect a bean sprout. Now, I support environ-
mental protection and preservation secondary to human 
existence and a reasonable quality of life. German 
activists, known as "Greenies" are proposing, through 
their Minister of Environment, such issues as banning 
motorcycles from parking in housing areas, constructing 
cobble stone roads to deter motorcycle riding, 
(Cobblestone is slick as ice when it's wet), limiting hp to 
100, and proposing fines for high engine revs. Didn't that 
country have a problem with too much government con-
trol a few decades ago? 

Too Hot to Ride?  If you ever get in a situation where 
you're dehydrating due to heat, or you just need to cool 
down, try soaking your shirt with cool water then wear-
ing a jacket over your shirt. You'll be surprised at how 
cool it keeps you. 

Harley - Davidson Sales.  If anyone thinks that motor-
cycling has "flat lined" as a sport, they need to look at the 
sales of one of the pricier scooter companies, Harley -
Davidson, who recently recorded their 33rd consecutive 
quarter of record sales. That's over eight years of contin-
uous growth. Projected output this year is 148,000 units. 

Biker Culture  
Actual (?) Conversations 

Cop: What is your date of birth? 
Biker: July 15th. 
Cop: What year? 
Biker: Every year. 

Cop: What gear were you in at the moment of impact? 
Biker: A Dansen leather jacket, Harley - Davidson chaps 
and cowboy boots. 

Cop: Where was the location of the accident? 
Biker: Milepost 499. 
Cop: And where is that exactly? 
Biker: Probably between milepost 498 and 500. 

Cop: Did you blow your horn before the accident? 
Biker: Yeah. I played for ten years. Went to school for it 
too. 

Judge: Officer, when you stopped the biker for suspi-
cion of DWI, were your lights flashing? 
Cop: Yes sir. 
Judge: Did the biker say anything? 
Cop: Yes sir. He asked what disco he was at.. 

Judge: Is your appearance here this morning pursuant to 
a subpoena the court sent to your attorney? 
Biker: No sir. This is how I always dress. 

Judge: Doctor, how many autopsies have you performed 
on dead people? 
Doc: All my autopsies have been on dead people. 
Judge: Do you recall the time that you examined the 
body? 
Doc: Around 8:30 AM. 
Judge: And the victim was dead? 
Doc: No, he was setting on the edge of the table wonder- 
ing why I was about to perform an autopsy on him. (Duh) 

Hmmm... Riding safe means expecting the unexpected. 
But...if we expected the unexpected, it wouldn't be unex-
pected anymore. Would it? 
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President's Message Continued from Page 1 
dollars we will review is revenue„ and explore ways to 
increase our treasury to a more comfortable level, the 
second dollars we may look at are expense dollars, (with 
the exception of our newsletter expense which will be 
retained as is currently arranged for 99.) 

So bring us your ideas. 

RIDE FREE, 
your Pres, 
Ric 

TRAILERING? 
By Traveler 
Everyone, at some time or another, has thought, if not 
said, something derogatory about those who trailer their 
bikes to events. Me thinks it's time to look at the other 
side of this trailer thing. 
There are a few ways to get your bike around the coun-
try. Ship it, have someone ride it, ride it yourself, haul it 
in a truck, or trailer it. Shipping is expensive and you 
often have to wait on the shipper's schedule. Having 
someone ride it for you takes a great investment in trust 
and exposes you to the risks of insurance, theft, acci-
dents, etc. Riding it yourself is the purist's solution but it 
might not fit your schedule, your health, or your person-
al preference for riding distances. 
Transporting your bike in a truck, or by trailer, seems to 
be the most logical alternative to the other modes. You 
control the schedule, you control the security, insurance 
usually covers it (better check), you avoid the risk of 
highway breakdowns, weather is not a factor, and, you 
arrive rested and ready to ride. The trade off is in miss-
ing the excitement and enjoyment of riding around this 
beautiful country, over long distances, with friends. 
Advantages. Sounds like a motorcycle trailer might not 
be such a bad alternative to riding if your other option is 
to not ride at all. And, there are some other advantages to 
owning a trailer. 
Bad Weather.  It is a lot easier to get your bike in for 
dealer service in the winter months by trailer. It's also 
easier to schedule a date with dealers during the winter. 
Space.  When you trailer to an event, you can carry more 
tools, oil, filters, spare parts, etc, and have a place to 
work from. Working on a trailer - mounted bike is easi-
er than one on a kick stand. 
Shelter.  If you have an enclosed trailer, it can double as 
a place to sleep. 
Recovery.  In the unfortunate situation where you have 
an accident or a major breakdown, it is much more eco-
nomic, and easier to recover your bike yourself than to 
rely on a dealer or AAA. 
Profit.  You can charge your dorky neighbor big bucks to 
haul his foreign bike to the dealer. 
Power.  It is s000 cool to make your buddy, who has been 
ragging you for trailering, beg and grovel when he needs 
to get his broken down bike hauled home. 
Time.  On a trip like Sturgis, you can drive straight 
through with a friend, save two nights of hotel charges, or 
ride Sturgis for two more days. 

Trail ering Tips. If you trailer, or are thinking about 
buying one, there are a few things that will make it a bit 
easier. 
Mileage.  Plan on your vehicle's gas mileage dropping 20 
- 30 % when you tow a trailer. 
Bearings.  It has been my experience hauling race bikes 
around the world that the most common mechanical fail-
ure on a trailer is a wheel bearing. Wheel bearings are 
pretty much standard and, regardless of the make of your 
trailer, you can pick up replacement bearings at such 
places as farm implement dealers, automobile dealers, 
auto parts stores, etc, if you know the SAE national part 
number. If you really want to be thorough, record the 
stock number of the inner and outer bearings so you can 
call various places to see if they have one before running 
all over town. 
Spare Parts.  Extra light bulbs, nuts and bolts, jumper 
wire, a lock for the trailer hitch, and a spare tire are obvi-
ous essentials. It's smart to carry some 2" foam rubber 
and extra tie-downs also. 
Security.  One of the easiest ways to steal a motorcycle 
is to take one that's already on a trailer. Thieves simply 
unhook the trailer from your vehicle and tow it away with 
their own. A nice fat lock on the trailer hitch can deter 
theft of your trailer while a lock and chain around a wheel 
can deter theft of your bike from the trailer. Added secu-
rity can be had by locking the trailer safety chains to your 
vehicle also. ` 
Documents.  Many states require registration and proof 
of insurance, as well as a license plate, for trailers. Make 
copies of these documents to file at home when you take 
originals with you. 
Jack.  Even if you have a spare tire, check to make sure 
that your car, or truck, jack will work on your trailer. 
Tie-downs.  Tie-downs will break. Often it is the metal 
hook that fails and not the strap. Best bet is to use two tie 
downs on each tie point. Buy the most rugged tie-downs 
that you can find. Make sure that the locking mechanism 
is a fail safe device and that the hooks are rubberized. 
Front Forks.  Don't fully compress the front forks when 
you strap the bike down. Leave about an inch or so of 
travel to absorb the shock of bumps. Fully compressed 
forks can blow the front fork seals. 
Wheels.  Use straps or belts to secure the front and rear 
wheels, through the rims, to the mounting rail or floor of 
the trailer. This provides stability, less stress on the tie 
down straps, and keeps the bike from "hopping" when 
you hit mega bumps. 
Mounting.  Make sure that the hooks of the tie-downs are 
placed so they do not touch any wires, cables, or parts of 
the bike that may cause them to break from chaffing. Tie 
the loose ends of the tie-downs in a knot around the 
taught strap to prevent loosening in case the strap lock 
slips. 
Multiple Bikes.  Typically, two bikes will fit OK side by 
side. With three bikes, the middle bike fits better if it is 
mounted rear wheel first. If you are hauling more than 
one bike, check them all for lateral movement after you 
have tied them down. If you're hauling one bike on a 
multi - bike trailer, strap it on the passenger side of the 
trailer. That way, you can rest the bike on its kickstand 
while you tie it down. Bikes will sway a little bit lateral- 
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ly during transit and you don't want handlebars hitting 
gas tanks. s. To minimize lateral swaying, and to keep 
the bikes stable during turns and panic stops, use side 
straps, or tiedowns secured to the frame of the bike. 
Bike Covers Never tow a bike on an open trailer with a 
cover on the bike. The wind will cause the coverou really 

to chaff 

the paint. Waterproof covers are terrible. If y 
must use a cover, use one that is made of the softest pos-
sible material and, even then, you risk some damage as 
the cover retains road dust and becomes abrasive. 
ChaffinAnything that can flap in the breeze can chaff 
your paint. Use daps 	to secure the 

sheepskin c 
loose endsovered of all 

tie downs and straps. They do make  
tiedowns too. Fuel. It isn't wise to trailer bikes with any more than your bike st 	

a 

little bit o fuel. If a thief manages to eal 
from your trailer, it's better for the cops to know that he'll 
have to stop somewhere soon to refuel. Also, fuel will 
slosh around more when a bike is hauled that

are 
whe

gre
n

ater 
it is 

ridden. The chances of fuel spilling out  
because the fuel is constantly sloshing at the same level 
and not declining as it uld if ridden. 
View. Always keep your

wo  bike and trailer in view from 
your mirrors, or rear window, so you can react when 
straps loosen, you pick up road debris that might chaff 
the bike, tires run low, bearings start to smoke, etc. 
Checks. At every stop, check for loose tie-downs, loose 
trailer hitch, hot tires, and hot bearing hubs that indicate  
emerging problems. Causes could be anything from l  
wheel bearing nuts to an overloaded trailer. Even simple 
things like bolts and nuts will fall off both the bike and 
the trailer. 
Windscreens. Remove windscreens during create drag. 

Bottom Line. I suppose we can to continue harass 
respect 

our 

biker brothers who trailer but, I suggest that you  
their decision to do so. Most trailers carry more than one 
bike and, if you break down, you just might not have 
enough "grovel" to get their help. 
Besides, the trailer issue is no different than the con-
dom issue...if you use one, you avoid a lot of risks, you 
last longer but it costs you the pleasure of the ride. 
(Thanx to Jim "Tiger" Irvine for his review and input to this arti-

cle.) 

CAETION CaRNER 
By Traveler 
If we really do learn from each other's experiences, then 
here's a lesson. 
Friday afternoon, Carl Hart and I ae on I 90 headed to 
Tomahawk for the weekend. After ar few hours of monot-
onous highway, with little traffic and lots of sunshine, you 
can easily fall into a false sense of security and be a bit 
less alert to your surroundings and potential traffic haz-

ards. 
With 	

thousad - mile stare towars the road in front 

of m that e, I notice
n

d a gasoline tanker in
d 
 the lane ahead and 

ass b started to py rote. You know what I mean. You go 
through the motions but you're not really concentrating. 
Check the right mirror for Carl. Check the left mirror for 
traffic. Check the road ahead...BAM!!! What the hell...? 
About 100 feet ahead, the tanker blew a tire on the left 
rear. I mean it literally exploded with all the noise, force, 
and shrapnel of a small bomb. Debris started flying, high-
er than the the trailer. I checked the left mirror quickly as 
I jumped to the left lane to dodge flying chunks of truck i 
tire, then rode a slalom course between large The 	

of 

rubber that were strewn across the highway. The truck 
driver nailed his brakes and started top 

 ull over which 
decreased our maneuver room considerably. By now, I headed 
was on the left shoulder, Carl be 	had no option but 

	

hind me, 	toward 

the nice, soft, grassy median in case I  
to run off of the highway. 
Somehow, we dodged everything and got thru it OK. We'd 
like to believe it was pure ability and extensive experi-
ence, combined with razor sharp skills and hair - trigger 
reactions but, it was just plain luck. Luck that we weren't 
next to the tanker when it blew. Luck that the falling 
chunks didn't hit us or land directly in front left lane 

of us. Luck 

that there wasn't a vehicle occupying the hi 

	

is onon i 	
and, 

luck that we were able to dodge the debrgh
way. 

 With a few more hours of riding until we got to 
Tomahawk, I had a long time to think about how to avoid 
an encounter like that again. Short of hazard but, 

the bus, I 

don't know that you can prevent that type of h  
you can reduce the possibilit of sense: 

it causing serious injury 

or damage. See if this makes  
Always stay alert. (duh) 
Maintain your maneuver room. Keep your distance 
from other riders and vehicles. 
Initiate your pass of trucks a little sooner, and a little 

le 

faster, than you would a car to reduce the time you a 
exposed to those rubber bombs waiting to go off. 
Listen to truck tires a you approach the trailer. If you 
hear a thumping, or s 

slapping, sound, it just might be a 

tire tread starting to let go. 
Memorize where traffic is in relation to there

you between 
 car 
een 

glances in the mirror. Remembering that a  
in your left mirror will rule out the option of swerving 
left in an emergency. 
When all else fails, and going down is imminent, head fo 
the grass. Extensive studies have shown that, than skid 

it is soo( 

much more comfortable sliding on the grass  
ding across the pavement on your butt. 
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Award  

Officers present included Ric Case, George 
Lax, Wayne Kirkpatrick, Jim Irvine, Virgo, Sandy 
Vernon, Vince O'Leary, Terry Kumro, and Rob 
Mann. 

Presented to the Board, and subsequently 
approved for membership were; Perry Simms, Gerry 
Kostuk, Rik Lowry, Richard Erschik, John Lunde, 
and Jeff Gardner. 

Processing membership applications was dis-
cussed and resolved that all new applications will go to 
the Secretary who will present candidates to the Board 
for approval. The Secretary will add new members' 
names to the directory and the ROAR mailing list and 
give dues collected, to the Treasurer. The Treasurer 
will send new members a membership packet includ-
ing a patch, pin, membership card and welcome letter. 

Jim Irvine will reorder Top Cats patches with 
the expenditure not to exceed $300.00. 

Brett Bacci will get an estimate on new mem-
bership cards. The Board approved an expenditure not 
to exceed $100.00 or $2.00 per card for membership 
cards. 

The Board approved the recommendation to 
leave a balance of $400.00 in the Fall Charity Ride 
account for next year. 

The Top Cats' web site that Virgo established 
and is maintaining was discussed. A decision on keep-
ing our award winning web site, costs, alternatives, 
etc, was deferred to the November Board meeting. 

General Membership Meeting 10/06/98  

• Guests, and membership 
candidates included 
Jeff Gardner, sponsored by 
Ed Giutini, John Lunde sponsored 
by Vic Wojtas, Rich Erschik and 
Rik Lowry, sponsored by Mikey 
Trikey, Gerry Kostuk, sponsored 
by Wayne Kirkpatrick, and 
Perry Simms, sponsored by Ric Case. 

• Sandy Vernon discussed the initial 
results of our Fall Charity Ride and thanked everyone 
who assisted. We had 144 participants and raised over 
$6,000.00 Details will appear in ROAR. 

• Rob Mann is the Road Captain for the Door 
County Overnighter 17 - 18 October. Riders need to 
make reservations at the River Hills Inn, (800) 236-3451 
in Algoma soonest. This ride will start from Eli's 
Restaurant, vicinity of Rt 45 and Rt 60. Meet at 7:30 AM 
and depart at 8:30 AM. 

• Traveler informed the members that the Top 
Cats' Directory should be updated and complete by the 
end of November. 

• Bard Boand reminded everyone that, if you're 
going to Sturgis next year, 9-15 August 99, make reser-
vations now at the Alex Johnson Hotel, (800) 888-ALEX. 
Bard will depart early with a group from Egg Harbor 
Restaurant in Barrington on 4 August 99. Details to fol-
low 

• Brett Bacci asked the members to let him 
know, as Activity Chairman, of all events that members 
are aware of so he can present them to the 	general 
membership through our annual Cruise Calendar. Brett 
also discussed a tour of the Art of the Motorcycle display 
at the Field Museum. A later date will be decided for the 
Museum ride. Finally, the Dukane Toy Run is Sunday, 11 
October. Our group will meet at the Dunkin' Doughnuts, 
on the north side of Dundee, just east of Rand, prior to 
8:30 AM. 

• Rob Mann won the 50/50, again!  

vorommmtammwommmanamutowtmmwsz9f, 
(-) 

** GRACIAS ** DANKE ** 
** MARCI ** GRAZIE ** 

* THANK YOU TO ALL FALL 
RIDE COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

AND VOLUNTEERS  * 
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TOP CATS - Illinois is a group of motorcycle enthusiasts with similar intersts. 
Members must consist of responsible leaders, Presidents, Chairman, Owners, 
Prprieters, Kings, Queens, Partners, Principals, CEOs and other "TOP CATS" of 
large, medium and small organizations, institutions, companies and/or countries. 

THE BIKERS WHO MEAN BUISINESS 

President 	Ric Case (Pager: 708/276-7422) 847/363-1542 

Vice President 	George "Gray.  Ghost" Lax 
(glax@hotmad.com) 

847/438-5236 

Tresurer 	Jim Irvine 
(fgh135a@prodigy.com) 

847/381-3253 

a
er"l.c Kirkpatric 

yne pa177@
"Tr:nydo Secretary 	Wa

k  (witir om) 
847/854-4137 

Founder 	Carl "Vaw" Bender (aarbender@itolcom) 847/3812767 
(Mobile Phone: 847/910-0432 

Past President 	Rob "Mow Man" Mann (Rmann13@aoLcom 708/750-4644 
(Pager: 847/537-6545) 

Director 	Sandra Vernon 
vern693@aol.com  

847/634-6402 

Director 	Vince O'Leary 
vincent104@aot.com  

847/438-4998 

Director 	Terry "Lizard" Kumro 847/639-4009 

Editor 	Barry "Bear" Hulden 815/356-0023 

Remember, TOP CATS meet the TOP TUESDAY of EACH month! 
web site: www.vcicar.consttopcats.html 

NEXT MEETING: NOV. 2 1998 
Committee Top Cats 

Activities 	Brett Bacci (kiddylitter@aol.com) 847/459-3906 
Charity 	Sandy Vernon (vern693@aol.com) 847/634-6402 
Communications 	Rob Scholl (robsaa@aol.com ) 847/398-6357 
Membership 	Dona Tossing (spatek204@aol.com ) 847/516-6457 
Meeting Programs This could be YOU! 
Products 	Jim (Hook) Tossing (spatek204@aoLcom) 847/516-6457 
Public Relations 	John Eliasik 847/884-9313 
Roar Publisher 	Barry Hulden (BHulden@aol.com ) 815/356-0023 
Safety 	Gary Wayman (Bikegar@starnetinc.com ) 847/459-3906 
Security 	Tery "Teacup" Pollick 847/459-3906 
Volunteer 	Virgo (carlbender@aol.com) 847/459-3906 
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TOMAHAWK '08 
By Traveler 

It's sorta gettin' to be old hat anymore. Seems like To 
Cats will ride to Anywhere, USA, link up with each 
other, and, somehow, end up with a well organized, 
enjoyable ride that looks like it was spontaneous but was 
well planned in advance. I think I broke the code on how 
this happens. 

If you have any Top Cats riding anywhere, Bard Boand 
will probably coordinate hotel rooms and, at least, one 
dinner for them. Add to this the fact that Terry Kumro 
will jump in and take charge of anything, anytime, any-
where. The result is another enjoyable weekend compli-
ments of riders like Bard and Terry. 

That's how the Tomahawk Rally went this year. The only 
thing that was announced was to meet at Sara Park in 
Tomahawk, WI at 9:30 AM on September 19th. Carl 
Hart and Susan and I left for Sara Park Saturday morn-
ing after breakfast, having arrived in town the night 
before. We weren't sure what was going to happen at 
Sara Park, Rally headquarters, nor who we would meet. 

On arriving, we met Gordon Tapley who informed us 
that we'd all meet at 10:00AM and ride the Nature Ride 
that Bard and Terry were going to ride. Sure enough, 
Terry took charge and, assisted by Alicia, lead Gordon 
and Barb Tapley, Bard, Jim Irvine, Carl, me and Susan, 
and Eric Eiseman on a great ride of around 100 miles. 
The weather could not have been better and the trees 
were just starting to show their fall colors. 

The route comprised comfortable, low traffic, country 
roads with a good combination of turns and dips. The 
speed Terry set for this group was perfect and the road 
conditions, except for some early leaves on the road, were 
also perfect. 

While en route along the course we stopped for a break 
and, as is usual, "spectators" engaged us in conversation 
about the bikes, nding, etc. On this occasion though, 
some of the more interested "spectators" were two ladies 
from Chicago, aged 71 and 77. They not only had a 
Kodak moment with us and the bikes but, the 77 year old 
gal, with Gordon's encouragement, climbed aboard his 
bagger, donned Bard's hat, and took a few pictures to 
show her husband back home. Her friend was convinced 
her husband will never let her out of the house again. 

After lunch along the way, we stopped at the new Harley 
dealer on Rt 51 between Minocqua and Tomahawk, 
where we met Brett and Pam Bacci. Carl, Susan, me, 
Brett and Pam stayed at the dealer for awhile while Terry 
lead the group back to Tomahawk to complete the Nature 
Ride and do the 50/50 drawing. 

Now this wasn't the end of a perfect day because a deli-
cious chinese dinner was planned for that evening by, 
who else but Bard, who had a contact at the restaurant. I 
understand that the dinner was typical Bard Boand...fan-
tastic. 

The weekend got better, I'm told. Sunday morning, as I 
headed home, the group departed via another neat, Terry 
Kumro - type route led by Gordon, Terry, and Eric. 
Apparently, their ride home included a ride on one of 
those gay river boats, a ferry. I understand that 

the ride went well and it was another dynamite ride that 
seems to be the norm for Top Cats anymore. 

I don't know who all was involved in the planning and 
coordination of this weekend, but, when you put together 
the leadership and experience of riders like Bard Boand, 
Terry Kumro, Jim Irvine, Gordon Tapley, Eric Eiseman, 
and Carl Hart, assisted by such lovelies as Barbara, 
Alicia, and Susan, you just can't miss. Thanx to all who 
had a hand in it. 

AND THE WINNER IS__ . 
On October 4th, riders donned leathers and the volun-
teers cheered as they followed the winding roads north on 
our Second Annual Charity Ride for N.I.S.R.A. Special 
Olympic Programs. By the time we reached Eagle, the 
sun was shinning brightly and everyone was asking two 
questions. First, "where's the food?" and the second 
question was, :when is the raffle drawing for the spa. 

After a great lunch, Terry "Lizard" Kumro drew the final 
50/50 winning ticket of the day and President Ric Case 
kept the suspense going a little longer as he drew the 
tickets for the door prizes given by various area busi-
nesses. Finally, as Bard Boand sold the last raffle ticket 
of the day, Carl Hart steps up to draw the winning raffle 
ticket! And the winner is Terry Patterson! Thanks to 
Hart pool and Spa, Terry has a wonderful place to relax 
after along day. Kathy Cheevers doesn't have to cook for 
awhile since she won the Second Prize of Four Dinners at 
O'Traina's and Jim Heiland has no excuse for not buying 
the next round at our Top Cats meeting with the $100 he 
received for winning the Third Prize. 

As the last bike fired up and started for home, all was 
quiet and it was time to think of what a great day it had 
been. We had 45 Top Cats and over 100 riders from the 
surrounding area joining together to ride for N.I.S.R.A. 
We had great sponsors behind us like Platinum Sponsor 
Sears Shop at Home Services and Gold Sponsors, Hart 
Pool and Spa and U.S. Realtel, Inc. Our Silver and 
Bronze Sponsor list would fill this page not to mention 
the generous contributions of goods and services from 
local businesses. Our Fall Ride Committee members 
were "First Class" and we had volunteers coming out of 
the walls to help the day of the Ride. 

All of this made it possible for us to give $6,000 to 
N.I.S.R.A. Special Olympic Programs. 
Thank you. I truly believe, we all came out winners. 

Sandra Vernon 
Charity Events 
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Top Cats - Illinois 
618 S. Northwest Highway, #218 
Barrington, IL 60010 

Wayne Kirkpatrick 
P.O. Box 576 
Palatine, IL 60078 
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